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The British team scooters lined up

END AND NelJ BEGINNING

When did youdrop out of the scooterscene?

By theend of '68 I'd sold my last Lambretta and got
married and moved to Guildford with anew job. |
did build a Vega for my wife inthe early 70s, but
afterthat | had noinvolvement with scooters for
25 years.

How did you getbackinto scooters?

| relocated tothe United States in'92 for work and
while lwas there | was looking for somethingtodo. |
boughta 1970)Jet200in 1995 and started restoring
that, butitstillhasn’tresultedinarunningbike.

Whilel was messing around with the Jet |
realised Ididn’tactually have anythingtoridesoll
boughtarestored SX200 from ScootRS in
Vietnam. They'd justcome onthescene and were
offering SX200s for $2200 atthe time,soltook a
gamble. Three months lateritarrived so | had
somethingtoride.

Itwas a kosher'66 SX200 and forthe money |
thoughtthey'ddone alpretiy good job.lhadto
replace afew parts - likethe frontbrake had some
sortofhome-madediscinitanddidn’twork. But it
looked immaculate from the outside and | won best
scooterwithitatalocal Italian bike festival.

Asitturnedoutitwasn’'tquite as good as |
thought. The side panels were Ll ones that had
been beaten by handtolooklike SXones. Thatis
very talented work, butthere was a lot of filler
involved and basically after awhile the paint
stoppedstickingtothe bike. When | went to get it
repainted by alocal specialistitwas with the guy
two years and never progressed. Eventually |
retrieveditand managedto get it painted by a local
Harley painter,along with a Model Bthat | found
which had been usedfordisplayinaSanFrancisco
area ltalian restaurant.

Whileinthe US| got myfirst Vespastoo.lwona
iaja) 150in araffle atthe followingyear’s Italian
bikefestivalin WestVirginia,and | later bought a
VespaGT200 which | really enjoyed.
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Whendid theidea of revisitingthe Moto Giro
crop up?
Thatwas in2006.Ken Herlingshaw and | have
remained in contactand wetalked aboutdoingthe
revived Moto Giro for2007 — thinking mistakenly
thatitwas the40th anniversary of ourfirstentry.
KenwantedtodoitonamodernVespaGT200but|
wantedtousealambretta. We ended up missing it
thatyearanyway, because | broke myarm.
Kenand|hadbeen studyingthe rules of the
modern Moto Giroand we couldn’tfigure outafew
things. Firstly we didn’tunderstand why there
wasn'tascooterclass,and secondly if we did enter
onascooterwe couldn’tfigure outwhich other
class we couldfitin. For some reason the current
organisers actasifthe Moto Giro never existed

Above: Moto Giro '68: Tonytapes the route bookto

the frontof his seat.

Right: The Moto Giro also contained special

stages runon circuits; like this one at Vallelunga

near Rome.

between 1957 - when the last official road race
occurred—and 2001 whentheir versionfirsttook
place.They'veignored awholeeraincluding 1969
whenthe eventwas won outright by Italian legend
TullioMasserinionaLambretta GP200.

| looked into shippingthe SX200 from the USA
andtryingtoenteritforthe 2008 edition, but it
would have costtoo much. lended up entering the
non-competingclassin2008 onarented modern
Ducati Multistrada.l wasn’tentirely comfortable
onthebike, butdespite the weather beingawful |
had a goodtime. Afterwards | visited Rimini
Lambretta Centre.l'd been in contact with Paolo
Cataniabouthis Racing Lambrettas website for a
longtime and we’d talked about recreating my
S$X150 usedonthe'68 Moto Giro.

RLCactuallyhadan $X150intheshop butithad
beensold,solthought nomoreaboutit. Laterthe
salefellthrough for somereason,solended up
buyingitand commissioningittoberestoredas a
replicaofmyoldscooter.|saidI'd likeitto be ready
forthe 2009 Moto Giro, butthey said thatthere was
nochanceofthat.Intheendthere were some
changes of planandthey offered torush itthrough
forme.

Sodid thatsecure yourentry?
No-accordingtotherules and even with people
from Ducati USA askingthe organiserson my
behalf-there wasnowayformetoenterona
150cc scooter.One competing category specifies
machines upto 175ccbutmanufacturedinthe
Moto Giroraceera:i.e.before 1957. The other
competing categories allow later machines but
onlyover250cc.Intheend |l justthought'screwit'
andenteredintheclass thatthe SX was closestto
being eligible for. Thatwas the Touring Super Sport
Class whichis for250-400cc machines produced
pre-1968.

| goton the plane from Americato Italy without
hearingthe scooter runoreven knowingifI’'d
actually be allowedtocompeteonit.

What features ofthe original did youwant
included and which did you ask RLCto leave off?
Firstly Il wanted ittobe based around areal SX
150 withtherightengine. Deantried to getmeto
puta200engineinit, butl wantedtostick with a
small-block and to keep all the original numbers.
He did persuade metohave TV forks with
dampers andadiscbrake though. | knew from
experience that was probably a good idea and
didn'tdetracttoo much fromthe originality.

| sentthem pictures of the original bike with
instructions toreplicate itas much as possible,
but | asked them nottofitnumber plates to the
mudguard or cutthe fronthorncasting for access
tothe spare cable outers. In hindsight cutting the
horncasting was overkill because | never hadto
use thatfeature and itdetracts from the styling.
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Was the engine standard on the machine
youusedin'68?

Asfaras | was concerned it was totally standard
exceptforanytuningdone at Arthur Francis
asaresultofitbeinganS-Type.Personally |
don’tthinkthe engine had been apartsince it
leftthe factory.

Onthereproductiononel gotRLCtofita Casa
Lambretta 185 kitand Clubman exhaust
because it still looks standard and means | can
always putthe engine backto SX150 specifl
want to.

Did you geta chance totestthe scooter
before the event?

No, Paolo broughtitup for me tothe hotel in
Bologna where the Moto Giro was starting from.

Above: A mixed field of Vespas and Lambrettas take a break on the Moto Giro.

Topright: Tony Tessier's S$X150 as used forthe '68 Moto Giro. Note the .
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repositioned seat and SX200 panel badges with the numbers removed.

Right: Tony's RLCrecreationofhisold $X150 priortothe 2009 Moto Giro.

Whatisinvolved inthe modern Moto Giro
d’ltalia?

Itisaregularity trial withan average speed set for
the whole event. Each day has three stages. The
target speedis setquitelowsoitis easyforall but
the slowestbikes to manade.

Betweenthestages aretimed agility tests,
sometimes with multiple sections whichhad to be
completedinasetnumberofseconds. Thereality
isthatthe whole competition rests on the results of
thosetests becauseitissoeasytokeeptothe
regularity onthe main stages unless something
goes badly wrong. Youjustarrive early and wait
before you gothrough toget yourticket stamped.
Anytimethatyouarrive late orearlyresultsina
time penalty.

Timingover shortdurations in the agility
testsis verytricky becausetherearereallyno
aids you can use, butthe Italians are very good
atitbecausethey’ve had loads of practise. |
think my total penalties over the five days
added up toabout 10 minutes. The guy who
won had penalties over the five days that
totalled just over 4 seconds! His prize was a
new Alfa Romeo.

So howdid the scooterfare?

The Lambretta performed really brilliantly.
|told RLC in advance thatI’m a fat bastard
and thatthey would probably want to gear
itabitlow. The Smiths speedowas setup
exactly rightand itwould do areal 60mph,
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| was amazed when | firstsaw it. | expected
itto be good quality butthey’ve done things
that neverimagined they would - like
replicating my name on the panelsinthe
same typeface,and even making up the plug
holder and spare cable storage tin on the
rear mudguard.

How did the other competitors reactto the
Lambretta?

Tobe honestthey werealotmorediscerning
than the organisers:alotofthem realised that it
didn’tactuallyfitintoany of the classes, butin
theenditwasn’'tanissue withanyone. The
yellow Lambrettareally stuck out likeafartin
churchamongallthe old and predominantly
red motorbikes.
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but for the practical riding in the hills it was
good. | could actually get up some of the
mountain passes better thanthe 250 bikes.
Apartfromone adjustment of the cables |
didn’thave to get my tools outatall during
the event. | finished second in my class by
only afew seconds.

Would youdoitagainonalambretta?
Absolutely —it’'s one of the reasons why
I've left the scooter with RLC. I'm moving to
France soon and my intention is to do the
Moto Giro again next yearand then maybe
ride the bike backto France. It’'ll only be
another 800km or so on top of the 1800 of
the Moto Giro...
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